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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Newly submitted claims 87-104 are directed to an invention that is independent 
or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: while claims 
87-94 are drawn to a method for interacting with video or audio systems 
(class/subclass 715/716), claim 95 is drawn to a product wherein the video data 
segments may be traversed (class/subclass 715/720), claims 96-103 are drawn to a 
television product dealing specifically with video data (class/subclass 715/729), and 
claim 104 is drawn to a method wherein the video program segments are indexed for 
accessibility (class/subclass 715/721). Since applicant has received an action on the 
merits for the originally presented invention, this invention has been constructively 
elected by original presentation for prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 87- 
103 are withdrawn from consideration as being directed to non-elected invention(s). See 
37CFR1 .142(b) and MPEPj 821.03. 

2. This communication is responsive to an amendment filed 12/22/08. 

3. Claims 87-104 are pending in this application; and, claims 87, 96 and 104 are 
independent claims. Claims 1-86 have been cancelled; and, claims 87-104 have been 
added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 104 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wilcox 
et al. ("Wilcox", US 6,678,891 B1) in view of Gospel et al. ("Gospel", US 
6,753,928 B1), and further in view of Knowles et al. ("Knowles", US 6,505,348 B1). 

As per claim 104, Wilcox teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a method for 
navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system comprising: entering a 
graphical user interface (GUI) in a menu system that is displayed on a display (figs. 3- 
4); generating a signal for displaying a first navigable list of menu options on the display 
with one of the menu options shown at a location of the display being highlighted, the 
first navigable list of menu options having a plurality of fields arranged in a first linear 
configuration (fig. 7; col. 23, lines 15-25; element 112 having fields 120 arranged in a 
first linear configuration with menu option highlighted (110) and may be place in various 
locations on the display); responsive to a navigation command from a remote controller, 
moving the first navigable list of menu options of the GUI to cause another field of the 
plurality of fields to move to the location that is highlighted, and thus highlight the 
another field (figs. 3-4 and 7; scrolling/moving via remote controller to cause another 
field of the plurality of fields to move to highlighted 110); responsive to a navigation 
command from the remote controller, generating a signal for displaying a second 
navigable list of menu options associated with the highlighted field, the second 
navigable list of menu options arranged in a second linearly configured set of fields 
which intersect the first linear configuration of fields of the first navigable list of menu 
options at the highlighted location (figs. 3-4 and 7; second navigable list of menu 
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options 1 14 of second linear configuration having fields 122 and intersects the first 
linear configuration wherein second navigable list is associated with the highlighted 
110); navigating to a menu option of the second navigable list of menu options in 
response to a navigation command wherein the first linear configuration of the first 
menu is oriented substantially horizontally, and the second linear configuration of the 
second menu is oriented substantially vertically (figs. 3-4 and 7; scrolling/moving via 
remote controller to cause another field of the plurality of fields to move to highlighted 
128); and selecting the menu option of the second navigable list in response to a 
selection command from the remote controller (figs. 3-4 and 7; col. 23, lines 15-32; 
claim 12). 

Carlson does not explicitly disclose menu options that overlays AV content on the 
display while the AV content is currently playing, i.e., navigation of menu options being 
displayed simultaneously with playing of AV content. Gospel teaches an overlay menu 
being displayed simultaneously with playing of AV content (figs. 3-8; col. 2, lines 1-18; 
col. 3, lines 38-49; menus are overlaid on the currently tuned/selected live video). In 
view of ksr, 127 s. ct. 1727 at 1742, 82 usPG2d at 1397 (2007), it would have been obvious to 
an artisan at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of Gospel with the 
method of Wilcox in order to provide users with tuning/selection feedback and 
confirmation. 

Wilcox and Carlson do not explicitly disclose AV content currently playing on the 
display that continues to play unless the menu option selected is a menu option that 
begins playing a different selection of AV content and, moreover, upon selection of the 
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menu option from the second navigable list, ceasing the generating of the signals for 
displaying the first and second navigable list of menu options so that the first and 
second navigable list of menu options disappear from the display and playing/taking an 
action associated with the menu selection. Knowles teaches AV content currently 
playing on the display that continues to play unless the menu option selected is a menu 
option that begins playing a different selection of AV content and, moreover, upon 
selection of the menu option from the second navigable list, ceasing the generating of 
the signals for displaying the first and second navigable list of menu options so that the 
first and second navigable list of menu options disappear from the display and 
playing/taking an action associated with the menu selection (col. 15, lines 1-19). ). In 
view of ksr, 127 s. ct. 1727 at 1742, 82 usPG2d at 1397 (2007), it would have been obvious to 
an artisan at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of Knowles with the 
method of Wilcox and Carlson so that users may view other AV content without 
cluttering of the view. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to the cancelled claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 
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706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 
1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Inquires 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Le Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4068. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:00 am to 
3:30 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong, can be reached at (571) 272-4124. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ivn 

Patent Examiner 
March 15, 2009 
/Stephen S. Hong/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2178 



